Before engaging with these questions, however, I seek to contextualize the events in terms of the historical debate. I then speculate on the reasons why it took so long for the Rosenstraße Protest to gain recognition and on why it has been recognized in recent years. My focus then shifts to the memorials. Examining Block of Women, I argue that Ingeborg Hunzinger's intricate and detailed work by no means offers a simplified engagement with the subject matter. Moving on to the Topography of Terror's exhibition in Rosenstraße, I suggest that while it honours the protesters' heroism it is also critical, reinforcing the fact that whilst these individuals were saved, the deportation of a far greater number of Berlin Jews proceeded unopposed. At the time of writing the Topography of Terror is itself undergoing significant alterations, with the development of its documentation centre at Niederkirchnerstraße. It remains to be seen whether the protest will be incorporated here as well.
Historical opinion on the Rosenstraße Protest is divided. Debates centre on the questions of the regime's intentions towards intermarried Jews and on the protest's success. Two main theories have emerged in recent years. The first proposes that the spontaneous gathering of intermarried Germans on Rosenstraße was an act of successful resistance to the Nazi regime. Without this protest, the argument runs, the detainees would have been deported, irrespective of the law, which supposedly exempted them from deportation. The regime was forced to concede, however, releasing those in Rosenstraße out of fear of the long-term impact of public opposition. The second theory proposes that the protest did not bring about the release of those detained in Rosenstraße, as the regime intended to release and re-distribute intermarried Jews in enforced labour, following the Factory Action.
The second interpretation does not seek to diminish the courage of the protesters nor the exceptionality of their opposition, but it casts doubt on the question of the protest's success. Although there is much dispute over the events, there are areas of concurrence. Historians tend to agree that by and large the protesters in Rosenstraße were women, though men were also present. Additionally, some intermarried Jewish women were detained in Rosenstraße and in other transit camps, in particular Große Hamburger Straße. Lastly, of the detainees who were released the vast majority survived the Third Reich.
